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Dear Friends, 

April is a month of transition.  Spring began officially on March 20, the day I 
am writing these words, and it was struggling to take hold against the last 
cold grip of winter.  Sunlight stays longer.  Robins who seemed confused in 
March decide to stay.  The beautiful crocuses finally started coming up on 
the Church front lawn.  We spend more time outdoors to clear the dead 
branches off our lawns, check for gutter damage and peeling paint, complete 
the household projects, and do that spring cleaning.  It is the time to dust off 
the golf clubs, take long walks, and visit the beach.  It is the time to make 
some plans.    

 

Easter arrives later this month, April 20, the first Sunday after the first full 
moon after the vernal equinox.  As we move toward it, we feel a spiritual 
transition too.  We read the Scriptures that tell us about Jesus’ life in the 
darkest moments of his final days.  We read about betrayal and desertion, 
arrest and trial, hardship and suffering, crucifixion and death.  We reflect on 
our own lives and families, and we know that for many of us, Easter will be 
quite different this year.  We do have hurts and sorrows that burden us.  But 
these experiences also give us compassion and empathy for the hurts and 
sorrows of others.  We become inspired by Jesus’ faith and courage that 
serve to strengthen and sustain us. 

The story in the Holy Scriptures continues to Easter and beyond.  Easter 
shows us that God’s love loosens the cold grip of suffering and death and 
leads us out of pain and grief.  The Day of Christ’s Resurrection is the bridge 
that takes us from the cross to the empty tomb, from the darkness of Good 
Friday to the light of the Sabbath dawn, from the end of one chapter to the 
beginning of a new and glorious one, and from the life we knew to the life 
eternal.  The apostle Paul writes in his First Letter to the Corinthians: “Death 
is swallowed up in victory.  O Death, where is your sting?  O Hades, where 
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is your victory?  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.  
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (15:54b-57) 

Easter tells us that we do not have to stay stuck in a place we would rather 
not be.  In the risen Christ God never gives up on us and always reaches out 
to us with the power of new life.  When we believe this and grow in our faith, 
we become the people of Easter.  As we do, we can help others go through 
their transitions from hurt to healing, from grief to peace, from 
disagreements to reconciliation, and from endings to the great possibility of 
new beginnings.  If you know someone who needs to make such a 
transition, then be with them to help them through it.  The risen Christ shows 
you how to shine the glory of Easter into the lives of others around you. 

As you make your transitions in your spiritual journeys through the rest of 
Lent into Holy Week and then into the continuing story of Easter, God will be 
with you and will assure you in Jesus Christ of a love that will never end. 

I hope to see you in worship!  

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Chris Horvath 

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 

SPECIAL CHURCH MEETING 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 2014 

following the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Update on church finances and  

any other matters that need to be addressed 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Tower Clock Restoration is Complete! 

 
The repair work on the Tower Clock is completed, and the 
chimes are working!  I am very grateful to Jim Davidson, Alan 
House, and Tor Dahlin for their expertise and help with the 
project, and of course to Martin Cooke of About Time Clock 
Restoration in Higganum.  And I deeply appreciate your 
contributions of $3,475 that are already deposited with another 

$700 that will be added after Sunday, which is more than enough to pay the 
entire bill!  -Pastor Chris 

 
 



Our Joys and Concerns 

Continued prayers for those on our weekly prayer list…  

Members and friends at *home or in health care facilities…  

all peacekeepers and peace makers: POW Sgt Bowe Bergdahl and 
all men and women in the military especially Ross Fletcher, Eric 
Gibbs, Kevin Gortych, Josh Hurlburt, Jeremy McCarthy, Paul Melanson, 
Kyle Peatfield, Kyle Schiess, and, Brian Siegel and their families  

all who grieve the servicemen and women who have given their lives 
in service to our country 

 the hungry and homeless … those suffering with addiction … all 
victims of war … violence … disaster … oppression … all who 
speak for freedom and justice … all in the criminal justice system  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Suggested Food Bank Items 
APRIL 

Tuna  Canned Vegetables 

Paper Towels  Light Bulbs 

Items are suggested but not limited to, 
and all are distributed through 

The Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Reflection 
2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must 
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or u under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 ~Crossway Bibles 

 
 
 

 
Noon  Thursday, April 17 

at the Church Office or emailed to 
janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org 
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From the Choir Loft 

This year for the Lenten cantata we're trying some-
thing different. The choir will sing to an 
accompaniment CD featuring a full orchestra. 
Thanks to Paul Parise, a talented bass-turned-
sound-engineer, you will listen in stereo to the music 
as the choir sings. We are working through a few 

“bugs” but we hope to present a beautiful and worshipful 
cantata April 13 during the 10:00 a.m. worship service. 
Pastor Chris will narrate the role of Peter. The cantata, 
UPON THIS ROCK, is told from Peter's perspective. 
Composer Pepper Choplin writes: "Peter begins with the 
compelling question, ‘What is your passion?’ As we read 
the Gospels it is evident that Peter was a passionate 
person. This cantata leads us through Peter's 
experience with Christ: his call, his confession, his denial, his restoration, 
and his sending out. As we experience the story through Peter's eyes, we 
are led to ask, ‘What is our passion? What is our call? Who do we live for?’ 
Through the writing process I reflected on Peter's bold-ness and passion. I 
identified with his imperfect-ness and found hope as Christ forgave and 
restored him after his failings. May this cantata inspire you and your con-
gregation to experience the story with Peter and ultimately embrace the 
message of love contained in these words: ‘And so our love, our love for 
Christ, Will be the cause, the reason why we live our days, To walk in faith, 
Faith in the rock, the solid rock.’" This special Palm Sunday presentation 
might be a good opportunity to invite a friend or family member to First 
Church. Our talented Senior Choir has worked extra hard to prepare this 
work; our hope is that it will inspire you, especially during this Easter season.
 ~Joyce Baxter  
 
 

 

If you did not receive this KIT via email and would 
like to, please call (860 669-5735) or email 
(janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org) with the 
information. Let us know if there are family 

members with a different email address who would like their own copy 
emailed. Thanks! 

 
 

 
 

Medication Take Back    

Saturday, April 26  10 a.m. – 2 p.m.   

 Clinton Police Department           
170 East Main Street 

Check you medicine cabinet and bring expired or unwanted medication to 
the CPD for confidential and safe disposal.

mailto:janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org


 
 
 
 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 13 – 10:00 a.m. 

Lenten Cantata: Upon This Rock 
Joyce Baxter and the Senior Choir 

Distribution of Palms 
and Palm Cross Making with Rich Boardman 

Maundy Thursday April 17 – 7:30 p.m. 

Service of Tenebrae and  
the Lord’s Supper 

Good Friday 
April 18 – Noon-3:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary open for meditation and prayer 

Easter Sunday 
April 20 – Two Services 

6:00 a.m. 
Sunrise Service  Indian River Cemetery 

(sanctuary if weather inclement) 

7:00 a.m. 
Continental Breakfast  Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m.  
Celebration of the Resurrection 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 

ON DUTY … APRIL 
Lectors 
 April 6  Pastor Chris 
 April 13 NEEDED  
 April 20  Susan Lighty  
 April 27 Hugh Adams 
Fellowship Hour Hosts 
 April 6  Roger & Cathy Parker  
 April 13 NEEDED 
 April 20  Easter - No Fellowship Hour 
 April 27 Shora & Dave Rainey 
Flowers 
 April 6  Goldman Flower Fund  
 April 13 Palms 
 April 20  Easter Flowers 
 April 27 Fanning 

Soup Kitchen  None in April; next May 28 

Greeting Cards Donna Snow  

Communion Bread Shora Rainey 
 Holy Thursday  Lorraine Hill  



Lectionary Readings 

from the United Church of Christ Calendar 

April 6 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Ezek 37:1-14  Ps 130 

Rom 8:6-11  John 11:1-45 

April 13 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
Isa 50:4-9a  Ps 31:9-16 

Phil 2:5-11  Matt 26:14-26:66 or Matt 27:11-54 

April 18 

Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14  Ps 116:1-2, 12-19 

1 Cor 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

April 19 

Good Friday 
Isa 52:13-53:12  Ps 22 

Heb 10:16-25 or Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

John 18:1-19:42 

April 20 

Easter 
Acts 10:34-43 or Jer 31:1-6 

Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 
Col 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 

John 20:1-18 or Matt 28:1-10 

April 27 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32  Ps 16 
1 Pet 1:3-9  John 20:19-31 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Because our usual third Sunday session falls on Easter this 
year, the Sunday Women will not meet in April. Look for 
details of our May meeting in the May KIT. 
…if one member is honored, all the members 
share its joy. You, then, are the body of Christ. 
Every one of you is a member of it. 1 
Corinthians 12:26b-27 (NAB) 
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Best Wishes for 
 

 
   

 for Birthday and 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 

Anyone wishing to place a plant in the sanctuary for our Easter morning 
worship service – April 20 – is asked to fill out this form completely and 

place it in the offering plate or deliver to the church office by noon 
Wednesday, April 16. Information may also be submitted by email to 

janeatc@ firstchurchclinton.org. Please note “Easter Flowers” as the 
subject. Please place your order with your favorite florist. All spring 

flowers are welcome – lilies, tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, etc.  

Plants may be brought to the church Good Friday, April 18, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
and Saturday, April 19, 9:00-11:00 a.m. Thank you. 

Plant(s) to be given: 

 
  in memory of 

.....................................................………………………………….. 

 in honor of 

.....................................................………………………………...… 
 
by.................................................................................................... 
(Please indicate name(s) as you wish to appear in bulletin.) 

 
 Will pick up plant 

If you will be picking up your plant, please label it – craft sticks and markers 
will be available at the drop-off site for that purpose. 

The Visitation Committee will deliver the small window plants to our shut-ins. 
Any donated Easter plants not retrieved during Easter week will be given to 
anyone wishing to take them. 

 
Contact............................................................. 
 
Telephone………………………………………… 
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2014                                                                              2014 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

MARCH 30 
4

th
 SUNDAY IN LENT 

OGHS/New Members  

10:00 Worship 
10:00 Church 

School 11:15 
Fellowship 
11:30 Junior Choir  

March 31 
 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 
 
7:00 Quilting 

 
 

1 
 
 
6:00 Pack 7  
[FH] 
 

2 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 
6:00 Lenten 
Supper & 
Program 

3 
 

7:00 Senior 
Choir 

7:00 BSA 
Troop 7 [FH] 
 

4 
 

 
10:00 Al-Anon 

5 
 
Jane-a-t-c Off 
 
8:00 Grounds 
Clean-up 
 

11:00 Wedding 

6          HOLY 
       COMMUNION   

  9:30 Communion 

   CS Staff 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Church 
School 
11:15 Church Mtg 
11:30 Junior Choir 
11:30 Nominating 
 

7 
 

 
7:00 Al-Anon 
District 
 
7:30 Al-Anon 
 
7:00 Quilting 
 

8 
 
 
6:00 Pack 7 
Dens [DS] 
 

9 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

6:00 Lenten 
Supper & 
Program 

7:00 Pack 7 
Committee 

10 
 
7:00 Senior 
Choir 
 
7:00 BSA 
Troop 7 [FH] 
 
 

11 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 

12 
 
8:00 Grounds 
Clean-up 
(raindate) 
 
 
Noon Easter 
Egg Hunt – 
Front Lawn 
(LionsClub) 

13  PASSION/PALM 

            SUNDAY   

  6:30 MBS to 

DRCC 

10:00 Worship 
    CANTATA 
10:00 Church 
School 
11:30 Junior Choir 
11:30 B&G/C.E./ 
Diaconate/Mission/ 
Music 

14 
 

 
 
7:30 Al-Anon 
 
 

15 

 
Jane-a-t-c 
Off 
 
Office open 
9 a.m.-Nn 

16     

9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 

6-9:00 FH in 
use (AAUW) 
 
 

17    HOLY 

    THURSDAY 
 
Noon May 
KIT Deadline 

7:30 Service 
of Tenebrae & 
the 
Lord’s Supper 

8:15 Senior 
Choir 
 

18      GOOD 

          FRIDAY 

 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
Nn-3:00 
Church Open 
for Meditation 
& Prayer 
 

(Easter 
Flowers may 
be dropped 
off 9 -Noon) 

19 
 
 
(Easter 
Flowers may 
be dropped 
off 9 -11) 
 

 

    

  6:00 Sunrise Svc 
  7:00 Breakfast 
10:00 Worship 
 

21 
 
 
7:00 Troop 7 
Committee 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 

22 
 
6:00 Pack 7 
Dens [DS] 

 

23 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 
7:00 Church 
Board 

 

24 
 

7:00 Senior 
Choir 
 
7:00 BSA 
Troop 7 [FH] 

25 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

26 
 

27    
8:00 MBS 

10:00 Worship 
  with Sacrament 
  of Baptism 
10:00 Church 
School 
11:15 Church 
Infor- 
mational Meeting 
11:30 Junior Choir 

28 
 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 

29 
 
 
6:00 Pack 7 
Dens [DS] 
 

30 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 

 

MAY 1  
 

7:00 Senior 
Choir 
 
7:00 BSA 
Troop 7 [FH] 

MAY 2    
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

MAY 3 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Church Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Christopher C. Horvath, Pastor 

Joyce Baxter, Director of Music 

Jane (Jane-a-t-c) Woodmansee, Church Secretary 

Norbu Wangdu, Sexton 

 
WORSHIP AT FIRST CHURCH 

8:00 a.m. Worship resumes June 15 – August 31, 2014  

10:00 a.m. Worship Service every Sunday 
childcare available during 10:00 worship for infants to age two 

 during Church School year 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Celebrated the first Sunday of each month 

 
10:00 a.m. Church School 

September 8, 2013 – June 8, 2013  
3-year-olds through Grade 9 

 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship and Refreshment Hour 

 

The church and fellowship hall are handicapped accessible. 

 

 

Church Office: 

Phone: (860) 669-5735 

Fax: (860) 669-9602 

Office Hours: 

Monday–Friday: 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Saturday:  9 a.m.–12:00 noon 

For security reasons, the parish 
house is locked during lunch hour – 
usually 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Office 
errands are usually done before or 
after lunchtime. If you need access 
to the building or Jane-a-t-c at mid-
day, please call ahead.  

www.firstchurchclinton.org 

pastorchris@firstchurchclinton.org 

     janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org  

Newsletter: 

janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org 

 

We are 

 

 

 

Accessible 

The First Church of Christ 

Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

55 Church Road 

Clinton, Connecticut 06413-2050 

 

 
2014 

APRIL 
 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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