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Dear Friends in Christ, 

The season of Advent which began on Sunday, 
November 30, this year is the beginning of a new 
Church calendar.  The Advent season is the time 
of preparation for the coming of Emmanuel, God 
with us.  It is the time to prepare ourselves to 
receive the most precious gift of the presence of 
God. 

The word Advent means coming into being, and 
refers to the coming of Jesus Christ in various 
manifestations: in the flesh and in the spirit, in 
meekness and in majesty, in a humble birth and 
in a mighty return.  Each of the four Sundays of 
Advent includes the prophetic voices of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Micah, and John the Baptist and 
focuses on the themes of hope, peace, joy, and 
love that we associate with the coming of our 
Messiah.  We read the Holy Scriptures of 
anticipation of God’s promises being fulfilled in 
Christ’s birth and in Christ’s coming again.  The 
Advent carols we sing lift our hearts for the time 
in which we live and raise our spirits for the time 
that is to come.  The Church year then begins 
with our anticipation, waiting, expectation, and 
faith. 

Advent is a season of spiritual penitence and 
preparation for Christmas and for the return of 
Christ.  Yet for many it has become a period of 
frenzied shopping and running around.  The 
culture tries to replace this sacred time with black 
Friday and cyber Monday and Christmas sales.  It 
is easy to get caught up and lost in the marketing 
maze and lose sight of the true reason for the 

season.  People get so busy with planning the 
get-togethers and parties that they forget that 
these are the moments when God wants to get 
together with us.  Folks get so intent on looking 
for the right gift that they may neglect that the 
best gift of all is the grace God has given to us in 
Jesus Christ. 

I really hope that you will enjoy the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas through attending worship 
and offering prayers and singing carols, by 
slowing down and focusing on what is truly 
important and thinking of the needs of others.  
When you do this, Advent will bring you to 
Christmas, and Christmas will bring you into the 
New Year and the season of Epiphany where we 
will walk into the light and recognize in each 
moment how God is revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ. 

 Yours in Christ, 
 Pastor Chris Horvath 
 

 
  

4:00  

Family Worship with Pageant 

8:00 

Candlelight and Carols 
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A Worship Service 
of Christmas Peace 

 
This special worship service will 
be held on the evening of 
Tuesday, December 2, at 7:00 
p.m. in our church sanctuary.  

This is a time of meditation, music, prayer, and 
remembrance, and will be a different kind of 
experience from our Sunday morning Advent 
services.  It is tailored for those of us who are 
finding the holidays this year particularly hard and 
stressful.  Joyce Baxter will lead us in music and 
members of the Diaconate Board will be on hand 
to provide support.  If you need a boost in your 
spirit and extra strength in your faith journey, 
please come.  All are most cordially welcome to 
attend! 
  
 
 

 

for peace in our world and all serving in the 
military … especially Ross Fletcher, Eric 
Gibbs, Kevin Gortych, Josh Hurlburt, Jeremy 
McCarthy, Paul Melanson, Kyle Peatfield, and, 
Brian Siegel and their families  

all who grieve the servicemen and women 
who have given their lives in service to our 
country … the hungry and homeless … those 
facing difficulties in the present economy … 
victims of war … violence … disaster … 
oppression … all who speak for freedom and 
justice … all in the criminal justice system … 

those experiencing grief, loneliness, or 
depression during the holidays … all who 
have no one to pray for them 
 
 

 
In Search of Santa’s Helpers 

 
It’s time for Santa’s Helpers to 
make Christmas a joyous 
season for those less fortunate 
in our community! We will again 
donate gift cards to Clinton 
Social Services. You have been 

so generous in the past, donating an average of 
$1,200 in gift cards each year. Please consider 
taking a gift tag or two from the tree in Fellowship 
Hall.  All cards must be turned into the church 
office no later than December 11 to allow 
recipients time for holiday shopping. PLEASE 
BE SURE TO NOTE ON THE CARD THE 
DOLLAR AMOUNT IT IS GOOD FOR. Thanks 
so much for your generosity! 
 ~Missions Committee 

 
 

 
 
 

February KIT Deadline 

Noon  Thursday, January 15, 
at the church office or emailed:  
janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org 



Sunday Women 

 
On the Sunday before Christmas, 
December 21, take a breath and 
take a moment to join with the 
Sunday Women. Our group will 

kick off the holiday week with 

good cheer and a good lesson. We will continue 
our unit on Family Relationships. The readings 
for this month's session, Parents in Pain, are 
Luke 15:11-31 and 1 Thessalonians 2:7-16. 

On January 18, start the new year right with a 
lesson on Forgiveness, based on Matthew 
18:21-35 and Philippians 2:12-18. 

A light breakfast begins at 8:15 in the East 
Kitchen. Our study guide is the Serendipity Bible. 
Please bring yourself and bring a friend. We 
enrich each other's lives by sharing our 
experiences, our questions and our friendship as 
we travel this journey of faith together. 

 

Christmas Pageant 

The Christmas pageant will be 
presented again this year at the 
4:00 p.m. Family Worship 
Service on Christmas Eve.  
Rehearsals are scheduled for 
Sundays, December 7, 14, and 21, after church.  
Those interested in participating can sign up in 
fellowship hall. Our thanks to Sue Thompson for 
undertaking the duties of director again this year! 

 

Mission Outreach 

 
For more than 100 years, the 
Christmas Fund for the 
Veterans of the Cross and the 
Emergency Fund has been a 
way in which we, as members of 
the United Church of Christ, 

bring hope to those who have so faithfully and 
selflessly served.  The Christmas Fund, one of 
four Special Mission Offerings received annually 
in the United Church of Christ, is a way in which 
we share with others from the fullness that we 
have received. 
 
Our Christmas Offering is directed for mission 
outreach as determined by our Mission 
Committee. 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 6  
9 A.M. – 3 P.M. 
 

Not to late … to participate! 

 Cookies!  Festive cookies, bar 
cookies – small enough to fit easily 
into sale containers.  Two dozen (or 
more) of your special holiday cookies 
will be most appreciated.   

 Baked Goods!  Breads, candy, pies, 
muffins, cupcakes, etc. would be so 
great.  Cookies and baked goods may 
be delivered Friday night or first thing 
Saturday morning of the Fair. 

 Children’s Room!  Donations of new 
or gently used jewelry, trinkets, 
scarves, small picture frames, key 
chains, etc.  Use your imagination so 
that our littlest shoppers will know the 
fun of giving too. 

 Tea Cup Auction!  New and gently 
used treasures are welcome.  What a 
fine way to share your pretty things 
with our customers. 

 Christmas Treasures Past! Sorting 
through your decorations? We’ll gladly 
“recycle” those you no longer need 
that are still in good condition.  

 Quilt Raffle Tickets! Please take a 
book or two+ to purchase or sell. 
Tickets are $2.00; books, $20 – 
available from the church office. 

 Publicity! Spread the news about our 
fair! 

Participate joyfully … generously!!  

It’s going to be a GREAT Fair! 
 

Christmas in Clinton Open House 
December 7  1:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Sign-ups are posted for sanctuary and 
fellowship hall hosts – one hour shifts – 1:00-
6:00 p.m.  

 



ON DUTY …  

DECEMBER 

Lighting of Advent Candles 
   November 30  Darr 
 December 7 NEEDED 
 December 14  Johnson 
 December 21 Russo 

Lectors 
 December 7  Pastor Chris 
 December 14 Hugh Adams 
 December 21  Susan Lighty 
 December 28 NEEDED 

Fellowship Hour Hosts 
 December 7  Mission Committee 
 December 14 Hugh and Ann Adams 
 December 21  NEEDED 
 December 28 NEEDED 

Flowers 
 December 7  Carol Geiser 
 December 14 Poinsettias 
 December 21  Poinsettias/Betty Siegel 
 December 28 Poinsettias 

Soup Kitchen 
 December 3 Davidson 

Greeting Cards Susan Lighty  

Communion Bread Lorraine Hill 

 

JANUARY 

Lectors 

January 4  Pastor Chris 
 Remaining January dates are OPEN. 

Fellowship Hour Hosts 
 January 4  NEEDED 
 January 11 NEEDED 
 January 18  NEEDED 
 January 25 NO FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

Flowers 
All January dates are OPEN. 

Soup Kitchen  Schedule unavailable 

Greeting Cards NEEDED 

Communion Bread Norma Olsen 

 

2015 Sign-ups 
will be posted soon. 
Get a head start and 

pick your days of choice! 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
from the United Church of Christ Calendar 

December 7: Second Sunday of Advent 
Isa 40:1-11  Ps 85:1-2, 8-13 

2 Pet 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 

Messengers of Hope 

December 14: Third Sunday of Advent 

Isa 61:1-4, 8-11  Ps 126 or Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Thess 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Shouts of Joy 

December 21: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

2 Sam 7:1-11, 16  Luke 1:46B-55 
or Ps 89:1-4 19-26 

Rom 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 

Birthing Promise 

Christmas Fund Special Mission Offering 

December 24:  Christmas Eve 
Isa 9:2-7  Ps 96 

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 

Christmas Offering 

December 28: First Sunday after Christmas 

Isa 61:10-62:3  Ps 148 
Gal 4:4-7 

Luke 2:22-40 
Long Awaited Gift 

January 4: Second Sunday after Christmas 
Jer 31:7-14 or Sir 24:1-12 

Ps 147:12-20 or Wisd of Sol 10:15-21 
Eph 1:3-14 

John 1(1-9), 10-18 
Another Road 

January 11: First Sunday after Epiphany 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Gen 1:1-5  Ps 29 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 4:1-11 

Defining Moments 

January 18: Second Sunday after Epiphany 
1 Sam 3:1-10 (11-20)  Ps 139:1-6 13-18 

1 Cor 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 

Known and Loved 

January 25: Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10  Ps 62:5-12 
1 Cor 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 
Follow Me 



Nursery volunteers needed! 

Then some children were brought to Him so that 
He might lay His hands on them and pray; and 
the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, “Let 
the children alone, and do not hinder them from 
coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.” After laying His hands on 
them, He departed from there.          ~Matthew 19 

Our youngest children need 
YOU! When you sign up for one 
week, you are paired with 
another adult. Your gift of time 
will be rewarded by being in the 

presence of these precious innocent children who 
in turn will reward you with their smiles and 
actions. In providing consistent nursery care, we 
offer hospitality to prospective members as well 
as partner with our young parents who are also 
doing their part by teaching church school and 
helping in the nursery. As a church school we are 
growing, but we need more adults to provide 
nursery care. By helping, we honor the church’s 
promise that we affirm during the sacrament of 
baptism. Please sign up on the table poster in 
Fellowship Hall. 

Let’s Be Like Jesus. Let’s Bless the Children. 
 
Thank you to all who have volunteered so far: 
Lori Ann Carlson, Dana Coffin, Dan Coraluzzi, 
Jen Foito, Caleigh Heske, Liam Neri, Eileen 
O’Donnell, Carol Parise, Cathy Parker, Carol 
Porter, Lynne Pantaleo-Congdon, Gayle 
Pantaleo, Celeste Sisk, Beth Beals Short, Cheryl 
Walsh, and Sarah Wininger. 

 
New Tradition … Old Symbolism 

In the spirit of reclaiming the basic 
values and true meaning of 
Christmas from the commercialism 
of the season, the children, youth, 
and adults of our church – using 
Chrismons created in their Church 

School classes – decorated the tree in fellowship 
hall as part of last month’s Advent Family 
Workshop. 

What are Chrismons? Chrismons are Christian 
symbols made in symbolic colors: white for 
Jesus’ purity and perfection; gold for his majesty 
and glory. The word Chrismon is made up of the 
words, “Christ” and “monogram.” 

The Chrismon tree originated in the Lutheran 
Church of the Ascension in Danville, VA, in 1987, 
a tradition that has spread throughout the world. 
 

 
New Pre-Confirmation Class Begins 
December 7!!!! 
 
Youth in grades 6-9 are invited to be part of this 
pilot program. The teachers are Dave Rainey and 
Victor Darr. 

Class begins at the 10:00 a.m. worship in church. 
After the Conversation with Children, the youth 
will leave for class, which will be held in the East 
Kitchen near the Chapel. 

With CONNECT, youth see how individual stories 
connect with larger themes that span the whole 
Bible. On December 7, the journey starts in the 
New Testament, learning about Jesus’ life, 
ministry, death and resurrection. 

Each student will be given a Bible and is 
encouraged to connect with the stories by 
underlining/highlighting as meaning is dis-
covered. Persons in the Bible wrestled with 
issues about relationships that all of us also deal 
with. People are people, in whatever time period 
they live. Youth may encounter and find 
themselves face to face with a person question-
ing God and the meaning of life just as they 
sometimes do. 

Pastor Chris and the Christian Education 
Committee endorse CONNECT, and hope that 
youth will participate so that Confirmation will be 
a deeper faith experience.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Save the date … 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

for our Church Family and Friends 

February 17, 2015 
(the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, 

which is the first day of Lent) 

Hosted by the Christian Education Committee 



…if one member is honored, all the members share its joy. 
You, then, are the body of Christ. Every one of you is a 
member of it.                        1 Corinthians 12:26b-27  

Morning Circle is in the 
process of a “big boom” 
– a rebirth of purpose 
and enthusiasm.  The 
ladies who meet on 
Wednesday mornings, 

ardent crafters or NOT, are thrilled to have 
improved their ability to add to the fiscal 
prosperity of First Church.  All of the women 
contribute in their own inimitable fashion but one 
of the “regulars” serves as a mentor to all in the 
group.  Our honoree would be apt to “pooh-pooh” 
the value of her contribution every week, but the 
rest of the ladies know better. Judy Shea, our 
honoree, is generous with her time, her skills, and 
her knowledge; and often “stuff” from her 
personal store of supplies finds its way to the 
ladies’ sewing room. 

She would also likely dismiss how much effort 
she puts out each and every day running her 
household, using her craft to make items for sale, 
and taking care of the animals in her 
environment. Judy and her husband, George, 
tend to the wild birds who flock to their feeders.  
They are among the fortunate who can attest to 
having attracted bluebirds to their yard. Their 
secret – they mail order and refrigerate 
mealworms for the bluebirds who are insect-
vores, not seed eaters. They also have a few 
cats, who are most definitely house-only critters, 
for obvious reasons.   Judy is a skilled quilter, 
who for many years ran a quilting shop with 
partner, Nancy Burns.  It was a popular venue 
where crafters could buy materials and get 
support with their projects.  Now, her own 
completed work sells quite well at fairs in the 
area. 

Judy is obviously a mainstay among the group of 
women who create a handsome quilt every year 
to raffle at the Christmas Fair.  This is a 
wonderful fundraiser because the labor is free 
and the cost of the material, minimal. Judy also 
quilts most of the items that the Morning Circle 
makes to sell,  She takes great pleasure in 
completing some of the more unique one-of- a-
kind items that the group markets. 

George and Judy joined our congregation during 
the early 70s along with their son, Andy.  Judy’s 
parents, Robert and Isabel Pike, and her sister, 
Carolyn, joined us in 1979. They all formed a 
strong bond with First Church from the very 
beginning. Sadly, Judy’s parents, her brother, 
Dan, and Carolyn are no longer with us.  Andy 

and his wife, Ronnie, live in California where they 
work in jobs they really love.   George and Judy 
really look forward to those times when they can 
be together as a family.  In the meantime, George 
and Judy work as a team whether it’s to prepare 
mac and cheese for the monthly Morning Circle 
luncheon or setting up her goods when they 
exhibit at local fairs.  This has been especially 
true since George’s retirement from Pratt Whitney 
after many years of service. Fifty years wed, they 
are a wonderful example of how marriages 
should work. 

First Church has been very lucky to have the 
Shea team as part of our congregation for these 
many years. They are good, generous, hard-
working folks.  Judy’s enthusiasm and patience 
are a great boon to all who work with her. Her 
presence and accomplishments contribute in a 
big way to First Church’s mission and purpose.  
We can’t thank her enough for sharing her time, 
talent, and conviviality with us. 
  ~Betty Walker  
 for the Nominating Committee 
 

 
 

350th Anniversary Committee 
Our committee for this 
amazing date in our church 
history has met.  How 
blessed are we to be part of 
this celebration?  We are 
looking for ideas on the best 

way to celebrate this special event.  Our plan at 
this point will be to have a monthly activity from 
the fall of 2016 to the fall of 2017.  So, the 
question is: do you know of something special 
that other churches or organizations have done 
in the way of a celebration that you can share 
with us?  All ideas are welcome and we are so 
very excited about this time in our church life.   

We are also reaching out to our entire church 
family – young people and adults – to suggest 
a logo that will be part of the posters, art, news 
articles, clothing, note cards and more.   One 
possibility under consideration is our beautiful 
tree in front of the church.  Do you have an 
idea for us?  Please contact any of the 
members of this committee – Les Browne, Gail 
Carlisle, Kathleen Davidson, Carol Fanning, 
Chris Horvath, Dick and Sarah Marcinek, Dave 
Rainey, Dave and Sherry Smith, Sue 
Thompson. ~Carol Fanning 
 



ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE 
Friday, January 2 

 

348th ANNUAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 

FOLLOWING 10:00 A.M. WORSHIP 
 
 

 
 
 

Suggested Food Bank Items 
December  
Stew  Chili 

Cold Care Products  Deodorant 

January 
Pasta and Sauce  Macaroni & Cheese  

Shampoo  Light Bulbs 

Items are suggested but not limited to 
and are distributed through 

The Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Community Living Nativity 

 

Sunday, December 7 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 

Christmas in Clinton  Live Animals 

Front lawn of our church 

Come be a “character” in the nativity or 
just to enjoy the scene and spirit of the 
season. Everyone welcome: Individuals, 
Families, Neighbors, Other Churches. 
Let’s bring back the COMMUNITY Living 
Nativity! 

Sign-up posted in fellowship 
 – we need NINE participants, 

but more is always better! 

 
and plan to participate in the… 

Community Carol Sing 

Saturday, December 20 

 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

 in the Sanctuary   

January 18 

after 10:00 Worship 

 
 
 

Think Spring! 
 
The first annual Sweater Mania sale to benefit 
the Capital Campaign was a fun event. This will 
be an annual event, and Andrea Reu will hold 
your donations throughout the year, so donate as 
you clean out closets.  
 
 
 
 
 
Next up – Shelley (Rankin) and Andrea’s Spring 
Fling! Begin saving gently used handbags, belts, 
wallets, jewelry, and accessories. Bring to the 
church office, and we will pick up. 



From the 
Choir Loft 

 
The Christmas Cantata will 

take place Sunday, January 4, 2015, 
tentatively set for 3:00 p.m.  

 
In celebration of Three Kings Day, the Senior and 
Junior Choirs will present Amahl and the Night 
Visitors by the Italian composer Gian-Carlo 
Menotti. He called it an opera in one act. It was 
the first opera commissioned especially for 
television and had its premiere in New York City 
on Christmas Eve 1951. 

Amahl, a child, is the focal figure or the opera, 
and in Menotti’s words, “all the actions and 
personalities must be interpreted simply and 
directly in terms of a child’s imagination.” 

The role of Amahl in our presentation is shared 
by Ben Snow and Nico Russo. Both boys are in 
the fourth grade and are showing such talent and 
interest in personalizing the role. The three kings 
are Allen Ames, Tom Greig, and Dave Valetta. 
The page is David 
Russo, and the role of 
the mother will be 
played by Jennifer 
Russo, David’s sister 
and Nico’s aunt. 

If you have ever wondered what is might have 
been like to actually meet and talk to the three 
wise men on their journey to see the baby Jesus, 
this is our chance! We hope you will come and 
support the hard work our faithful choir members 
have put toward this production. ~Joyce Baxter 

 

 
 
Women’s Book Group Encore 

 
Women’s Book Group:  
Fourth Saturday – every other 
month 

First Meeting:  Saturday, 
January 24, 9-11:00 a.m.  

Book: Broken Colors by Michele Zackheim 

Interested? Please speak to Susan Lighty, Ann 
Adams, or Carol Parise. 

 
 
 

Poinsettias 
for the Sanctuary 

Anyone wishing to place a plant in 
the sanctuary for December 14 
through December 24 is asked 
to fill out this form COMPLETELY 
and place it in the offering plate, 
deliver it to the church office, or 

email janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org by 
NOON Wednesday, December 10. 
Dedications not received by the deadline will 
be included only if space and printing 
schedule allow. Please make your own 
arrangements to purchase your plant. All 
plants should be delivered to the church 
office no later than 11:00 a.m. Saturday, 
December 13, and, please, not before 
Friday, the 12th. Donations will be listed in 
the December 14th and Christmas Eve 
bulletins. Thank you.  

 Will pick up plant – please label with 

your name. 

Our Christian Caring Visitors deliver plants 
before Christmas so our members and friends 
at home or in health care facilities can enjoy 
them through the holidays. If you do not wish 
to pick up the plant you donate, it will be 
offered to others wishing to take it. 

 
Plant(s) to be given: 

  in memory of........................................... 

…………………………………………………… 

  in honor of............................................... 

…………………………………………………… 
 
by.................................................................... 
(Please indicate name(s) as you wish to appear in bulletin.) 

 
Contact name...........................................… 
 
Telephone...................……………………… 

 

mailto:janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org


Gifts from My Church Family – Carol Parise Present Day 

(Presented to the congregation on November 2, 2014) 
 
Good morning 
 
We have been talking during our season of Stewardship about how the church has been there for her 
people throughout our history. We have heard from Nathan from the Revolutionary War era, Eliza from the 
Civil War era and last week from Lillian a housewife from the depression.  Our church family has always 
shared generously. This morning I’d like to share my own story of how my church has been a giving, 
sharing blessing to me. 
 
My story involves my mother and so I’m wearing a sweater she knit for me. 
 
In December of 2012 my mother died.  She had been in a nursing home and not 
herself for more than five years so her death was not a surprise. But still, as her 
daughter, I was quite sad and felt a hollow emptiness inside.  The Sunday after she 
died Pastor Chris announced she had passed away and asked for prayers for my 
family and me during the service.  At the end of the church service an impromptu reception line started, right 
there, in front of me. You all shared your hugs and expressions of sympathy with me.  Then I received many 
cards from my church family. Some of that empty feeling went away with the gifts of love, sympathy and 
support I received from you.   
 
Because my mother died in Syracuse in December my family decided to have her Memorial service the 
following April.  My mother was a pianist and I wanted that to be part of her service.  She loved and played 
all kinds of music but I remembered hearing her play a specific classical piece many times on the piano 
when I was growing up.  I wanted that piece played at her service but had no idea what it was.   I just 
happened to hear about four measures of it and recorded that.  I gave the recording to Joyce Baxter and 
with that very short recording she figured out what is was.  It was a piece by Chopin, Opus 64 no 2.   
Because of Joyce’s talent and generosity in sharing her time, that beautiful Chopin piece was played by a 
pianist at my Mom’s service.  It was for me the time I really felt my mom was there.   
 
Not all churches are the same and when it came time to plan the memorial service, my mother’s church was 
not very helpful.  No problem, I took a copy of one of Pastor Chris’s memorial service bulletins and changed 
some of it to fit what I wanted.  Then I asked Pastor Chris to review the prayers, reading and hymns I had 
chosen.  Pastor Chris shared his time and expertise, and gave me some very helpful suggestions.   The 
service was beautiful and meaningful. 

 
I wanted to have a reception after the memorial service.  When it came 
to planning and arranging the reception I had, of course, the very best 
teachers: Ida Pendleton and the Memorial Ladies.  I copied their way, 
complete with nice tablecloths, coffee, and finger foods on clear glass 

plates.  The Memorial Ladies generously give of their time planning and hosting receptions after funerals 
and memorial services here at our church.  But I don’t know if they realize that they are also wonderful 
teachers and mentors. 
 
Next Sunday is Stewardship Sunday.  Stewardship includes many kinds of giving, 
sharing and being helpful, and we hope our presentations have increased your 
understanding of all that Stewardship can be.   
 
Everyone at our church is a gift giver and a gift receiver.  We have generously given to 
others within and outside our church throughout our history.  Even more we are the 
abundant receivers of gifts from God and from each other.  We are very thankful to 
have a place here at our church with Christ and with each other. 



 

                                                                               

2014  
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

November 30 
1st Sunday of 
Advent 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 Fellowship 

11:30 Jr Choir 
5:00 Advent 
Workshop 

1 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

2 

6:00 Pack 7 
[FH] 

 

7:00 
Christmas 
Peace 
Worship 
Service  

3 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 

5:00 Soup 
Kitchen at 
UMC 

5:30 Fair Set-
up [FH & 
Classrooms] 

7:00 Troop 7 
Committee 

4 
 
Fair Set-up 
 
7:00 Sr Choir 
 
7:00 Troop 7  

5 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
[Chapel] 
 
Fair Set-up 

6 

9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
CHRISTMAS 

FAIR 

 

7 
2nd Sunday of 
Advent 
HOLY COMMUNION 

10:00 Worship 
10:00 Chrch Schl  
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Nominating 
11:30 Rehearsal 
1-6:00 Christmas 
in Clinton Open 
House (2-5:00 
Living Nativity) 

8 

 

6:00 Al-Anon 
District [FH] 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

9 

6:00 Pack 7 
[DS] 

 

10 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 

 

11 
 
 
7:00 Sr Choir 
 
7:00 Troop 7 
[FH] 
 

12 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
[DS] 
 
6:00 Pack 7 
Breakfast Set-
up 

 
5:00 Rehearsal 

13 

  
8-11:00 
Pack 7 
Breakfast 
with Santa 
[FH] 
 

3:00 Wedding 
 

 

14 

3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

8:00 MBS 

8:45 Mission 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Chrch Schl 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Jr Choir 
11:30 B&G/ 
Diaconate/Visitation 

11:30 Rehearsal 

15 

 

 

7:30 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

16 

6:00 Pack 7 
[DS] 

7:00 GSA 
Service Unit 
[FH] 

 
 

17 

9:30 Morning 
Circle [FH] 
Luncheon 

7:00 Pack 7 
Cmte [Library] 

7:00 Church 
Board 
[Chapel] 

18 
 
7:00 Sr Choir 
 
7:00 Troop 7 
[FH] 
 

19 

10:00 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

20 

 

7-8 Carol 
Sing 

21  

4th Sunday of 
Advent 

8:15 Sunday 
Women 

10:00 Worship 
10:00 Chrch Schl  
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Jr Choir  
11:30 C.E. 
11:30 Rehearsal 

22 

 
 
7:30 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

23 

 

 

 

24 

4:00 Family 
Christmas 
Eve Service 
with Pageant 

8:00 
Candlelight 
Service 

 

26 
   

10:00 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

 CHURCH 
   OFFICE  
  CLOSED 

27 

 
 

28 
 
8:00 MBS 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 
 

29 
 

7:30 Al-Anon 

30 

 

31 

2014 
Donations 
due by 11 
a.m. 

JAN 1 

 

JAN 2 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 [DS]  
ANNUAL 
REPORT 
DEADLINE 

JAN 3 
 
     



 

 2015           

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

DEC 28 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 
 

DEC 29 

 
 
7:30 Al-Anon 

DEC 30 

 

DEC 31 

2014 
Donations 
due by 11 
a.m. 

 

1 
 
 

 

2 

 
10:00 Al-Anon 
[FH] 
 
ANNUAL 
REPORT 
DEADLINE 

 

3 
 
     

4 

HOLY COMMUNION 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Chrch Schl 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Jr Choir 
11:30 Nominating 
3:00 Amahl and 

the Night Visitors 

5 

 
 

7:30 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

6 

 

 

6:00 Pack 7 
[FH] 

 

7 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

7:00 Troop 7 
Committee 

 

8 
 
 
7:00 Sr Choir 
 
7:00 Troop 7 
[FH] 
 

9 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
[DS] 
 
 

10 

 
 

11 

8:00 MBS  
8:45 Mission 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 C  
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 B&G/ 
Diaconate 
11:30 Jr Choir 

12 

7:30 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

13 

6:00 Pack 7 
[DS] 

7:00 GSA 
Service Unit 
[FH] 

 

14 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

7:00 Pack 7 

Parent PC 
[Library] 

 
 

15 

Nn February 
KIT Deadline 

7:00 Sr Choir 

7:00 Troop 7 
[FH] 
 

16 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
[DS] 
 
 

17 

  
  

18 

8:00 Sunday 
Women 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Chrch Schl  
11:15 Chowder 
Luncheon 
11:30 C.E. 
11:30 Jr Choir 

19 

7:30 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

20 

6:00 Pack 7 
Den [DS] 
 

21 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 
7:00 Church 
Board 
 
 

22 
 
7:00 Sr Choir 

7:00 Troop 7 
[FH] 
 

23 

10:00 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

 

24 

 

25 

 8:00 MBS  
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Chrch Schl  
11:15 ANNUAL 
MEETING 
11:30 Jr Choir  

26 

 
 
 
7:30 Al-Anon 
[DS] 

27 

6:00 Pack 7 
[DS]  

 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 
7:00 Sr Choir 

7:00 Troop 7 
[FH] 
 

30 
   

10:00 Al-Anon 
[FH] 
  

31 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Christopher C. Horvath, Pastor 

The Rev. Barbara Frey, Minister of Faith Formation 

Joyce Baxter, Director of Music 

Jane (Jane-a-t-c) Woodmansee, Church Secretary 

Norbu Wangdu, Sexton 

 
WORSHIP AT FIRST CHURCH 

8:00 a.m. Worship resumes June 21 – August 6, 2015  

10:00 a.m. Worship Service every Sunday 
childcare available during 10:00 worship for infants to age two 

 during Church School year 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Celebrated the first Sunday of each month 

 
10:00 a.m. Church School 

September 7, 2014 – June 14, 2015  
3-year-olds through Grade 9 

 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship and Refreshment Hour 

 

The church and fellowship hall are handicapped accessible. 

 

 

Church Office: 

Phone: (860) 669-5735 

Fax: (860) 669-9602 

Office Hours: 

Monday–Friday: 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Saturday:  9 a.m.–12:00 noon 

For security reasons, the parish 
house is locked during lunch hour – 
usually 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Office 
errands are usually done before or 
after lunchtime. If you need access 
to the building or Jane-a-t-c at mid-
day, please call ahead.  

www.firstchurchclinton.org 

pastorchris@firstchurchclinton.org 

     janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org  

Newsletter: 

janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org 

 

We are 

 

 

 

 

Accessible 

The First Church of Christ 

Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

55 Church Road 

Clinton, Connecticut 06413-2050 

 

 
2014 

DECEMBER 
 

JANUARY 
2015 

 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:pastorchris@firstchurchclinton.org
mailto:janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org
mailto:janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org

