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Dear Friends in Christ: 

As we enter the summer season, many of us look forward to a period of 
physical rest, spiritual renewal, and mental rejuvenation.  This is a good time 
to get in touch with God’s purpose and with our priorities to be with family and 
friends.  Life does not stand still, and we need to make this time worthwhile 
and do what we enjoy.  The summer is God’s gift to us! 

I am fortunate to begin a month long sabbatical from July 1st 
through the 31st.  This will be the first sabbatical I will have taken 
during my entire ministry!  I look forward to enjoying time with 
Carol, catching up with family members, traveling to the 
Congregational Library in Boston to research our church’s 
history, and doing some journaling and writing.  I thank the Rev. 
David Stickney for providing pastoral coverage and preaching 
during my absence, and I thank all of you for granting me this 

opportunity.   

And I thank everyone in our church family who has worked so hard to make 
our faith community a better place to live, worship, and 
serve during these past months.  I am grateful to our 
members and friends who go out of their way and give 
so generously of their time, talent, and treasure.  I am 
appreciative of kindnesses great and small that nurture 
our life together as the body of Jesus Christ. 

I wish you a very peaceful and safe summer season. 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Chris 

 

JULY-AUGUST 2014                      
                 



 

 

The 8:00 a.m. early worship service will be held every 
Sunday through August 31.  The 10:00 service con-tinues 
throughout the summer. Holy Communion will be celebrated on 
the first Sundays at both services.  

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, July 20  Noon – 4 p.m. 
Clinton Town Beach Pavilion   

Admission free with Town Beach Pass; $2.00 per 
car without. If you do not have a Beach Pass and plan to attend, please 
sign up in Fellowship Hall by July 18 – a list needs to be given to the gate 
attendant. 

Bring your own picnic foods, beverages, beach blankets, chairs, and 
sand toys! Grills available for those who wish to use them.  

 

 
 
Our Joys and Concerns 

Please pray for: members & friends at home or in 
health care facilities… for peace in our world … and for 
our men and women in the military – especially Ross 
Fletcher, Eric Gibbs, Kevin Gortych, Josh Hurlburt, Jeremy 

McCarthy, Paul Melanson, Kyle Peatfield, and Brian Siegel and their 
families  

Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl and his family 

… all who grieve the servicemen and women who have given their lives 
in service to our country 

 … the hungry and homeless … all facing difficulties in the present 
economy … all victims of war … violence … oppression … disaster…  
all who speak for freedom and justice … all in the criminal justice 
system 
 
 

Stewardship Reflection 

One would give generous alms if one had the eyes to see the 
beauty of a cupped receiving hand. ~Johann Wofgang von Goethe 
 
 
 



Lucy Valletta … A Look Back 
at my First Year: Vocation Edition 
 

I have definitely changed in the past year, but I have also 
become more confident in the person I already was. We 
spend a lot of time at school talking about how we see 

God’s presence in our lives and how we see that presence shaping our 
futures. This means listening, praying, and searching for answers instead of 
forcing them. We are free to choose what we want to do and who we want to 
become, but at the end of the day we don’t know everything and we don’t 
always choose wisely. We often need a little help from God, our loved ones, 
and perhaps some more unbiased sources. Throughout this process, pushing 
aside my type A personality and inner cynic often proves to be challenging, but 
rewarding, as my vocation becomes clearer. 

At seminary it is common to call your future career your “calling,” but to be 
honest, I have a hard time using that phrase. It seems a little audacious to 
assume God is calling me (of all people) to do anything. But what I do think 
that phrase captures, is the importance of the role of that self-reflection and 
prayer that we talk about at school in helping us to figure out our careers. As I 
continue in my program, I still feel called to chaplaincy, although I’m learning 
that this path looks very different for each person following it. This year, a few 
students and I began a chaplaincy club at BU. At an event we hosted this year, 
a panel of speakers discussed a variety of ministries that fall under the 
umbrella of chaplaincy, including chaplaincy in universities, hospitals, 
immigrant detention facilities, and in online communities, among others.  

As I mentioned in my previous article, the coursework this year was certainly 
challenging, but the more I have learned and excelled, the more this challenge 
has served to boost my confidence. One class that I really enjoyed was held in 
a retreat format meeting for a full day and a half once a month. This was a 
particularly enriching course for me and it helped me to recognize the 
importance of taking care of yourself and your loved ones despite a hectic and 
overwhelming lifestyle. This is one of the greatest insights with which I have 
left my first year at seminary, and one from which I believe we can all learn. 

As part of a school-related internship this summer and next year, I’m working 
with a brand new community center in Framingham that promotes health, 
wellness, connectedness and a vibrant interfaith community. They offer 
meditation and yoga classes, yoga for veterans, lectures on a variety of topics, 
and other special events. I’ve developed an interest in how yoga, meditation, 
and mindfulness practices are being used to enrich people’s lives and I’m 
excited to be involved with a center that offers this type of programming.  

Lastly, I can’t reiterate enough how grateful I am to have so much love and 
support from my community. My discernment committee, the church, my 
family, and peers have all been such an amazing support system. I cannot 
adequately express how blessed I feel to have so many people in my corner. I 
have learned to appreciate these strong relationships during both the 
celebratory and the challenging moments of my journey and I’m so happy for 
that.~Lucy Valletta 

 



 

Delegate Update 
 
The spring meeting of the Middlesex Association of the 
Connecticut Conference, part of the building blocks of the UCC, 
was held May 19.  Sarah Marcinek and I have been your 
delegates for several years and have had the opportunity to attend 
both the spring and fall meetings at a variety of churches in the 
Middlesex Association. The May meeting was held at South 
Congregational Church in Middletown.  

The meetings begin with coffee and an opportunity to chat with other delegates about 
their church’s activities and concerns.  This has been a great opportunity for us to 
bring back new ideas and has also made us aware of how fortunate we are to have 
such a vibrant church.   

The purpose of the meetings, in addition to gathering for fellowship and worship, is to 
conduct the business of the Middlesex Association.  Reports were distributed and 
voted on; the Executive Committee presented the budget for the fiscal year 2014-
2015 which was adopted; and new officers were elected.   

Now, the reason for this article: did you know that our Pastor Chris Horvath has been 
the treasurer of the association for the last five years? According to the Rev. Timothy 
Haut (Deep River UCC) “he has been a vital part of the organization.”  Apparently five 
years ago when Chris volunteered for the job, “he was given a shoebox full of stuff.”  
Chris took on the task and pulled together the records.  He has also been 
instrumental in the organization of the Association Congregational Grant program that 
is using some of the accumulated funds, now residing in certificates of deposits, to 
provide grants for local mission projects. Our church’s medical equipment program 
was one of the first grants to be given.  Furthermore, he advocated for a new program 
offering scholarships for Silver Lake.  In May a new treasurer, the Rev. Dale Azevedo, 
(Middlefield UCC) was elected as Chris stepped down from the position.  How lucky 
Dale is to be next in that position after Chris’ getting it totally organized and how lucky 
we are to have Chris as our pastor.  Thank you, Pastor Chris!  ~Carol Fanning 

 

 

 

 
The school year may have just ended but before you know it the new one will be upon 
us!!  The Missions Committee is again collecting school supplies for the upcoming 
year to be distributed through Clinton Social Services.  A “little red wagon” is in 
fellowship hall for your donations.  Suggested items: pens, pencils, notebooks, 
binders, calculators, erasers, pencil cases, crayons, lunch bags, etc., would be 
appreciated!  ~Sue Heske 
 

 
 



WHEEL-A-THON 
The Center for Disability Rights will be holding its ninth annual 
Wheel-A-Thon on Saturday, September 20, at 9:00 a.m.  It will take 
place at the Savin Rock Conference Center in West Haven. The 
money raised will help support CDR's youth transition project that 
assists high school students with disabilities with their transition into 
adulthood; ongoing training and technical support for teachers, 

special education professionals and counselors; CDR's scholarship program that in 
2013 awarded five $1,000 scholarships including four right from the shoreline; and the 
expansion of CDR's programs into the shoreline/estuary area.  People interested in 
participating can form teams of two to eight participants with the minimum registration 
fee of $200 or as an individual for $25.00.  Last year's winning individual raised more 
than $450 and the winning team raised $1,400.  People interested in participating or 
making donations can contact Sandra Roberts.  For more information and to 
download a registration form go to wheel-a-thon.org, complete the form, and email it 
to registration@wheel-a-thon.org. Thanks!  ~Sandy Roberts 

 
 
 
 

 
Suggested Food Bank Items   

JULY 
Pasta & Sauce  Baked Beans 

Dish Detergent  Paper Towels 

AUGUST 
Rice  Cold Cereal 

Toilet Tissue  Deodorant 
 
 
 

Noon  Thursday, August 21 
at the church office or emailed to 

janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org 

 
 
 
 

 Save the Date: Sunday, September 21  

Potluck Luncheon after Worship 

A-M: Dessert  

N-Z: Main Dish/Casserole/Salad serving 8-10 

Or your own speciality! 

 

 

mailto:janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?topic_id=432&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc,mv,wt,nt,pt,ft#no#no
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?topic_id=432&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc,mv,wt,nt,pt,ft#no#no


 
ON DUTY … JULY 

 

 
 
 
Lectors 
 July 6  Dave Stickney 
 NEEDED ALL OTHER SUNDAYS 

Fellowship Hour Hosts 
 NEEDED ALL SUNDAYS 

Flowers 
 July 6  Paulson 
 July 13 Roberts  
 July 20  Redfield Trust  
 July 27 Linder 

Soup Kitchen 
 July 2 Davidson 

Greeting Cards Lighty 

Communion Bread  
 July 7 Rainey 

 
 
 

ON DUTY … AUGUST 
 

 
 

 
Lectors 
 August 3  Pastor Chris 
 NEEDED ALL OTHER SUNDAYS 

Fellowship Hour Hosts 
 NEEDED ALL SUNDAYS 

Flowers 
 August 3  OPEN 
 August 10 OPEN 
 August 17  Cheney 
 August 24 Congdon 
 August 31 OPEN 

Soup Kitchen 
 August 13 NEEDED 

Greeting Cards Parker 

Communion Bread  
 August 3 Rainey 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc,mv,wt,nt,pt,ft&topic_id=48&image_source_id=&page=2#no#no


Lectionary Readings 
from the United Church of Christ Calendar 

July 6 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Gen 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67   
Ps 45:10-17 or Song of Sol 2:8-13 OR 

Zech 9:9-12  Ps 145:8-14 
Rom 7:15-25a 

Matt 11:161-9, 25-30 

July 13  

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

Gen 25:19-34  Ps 119:105-112 OR 
Isa 55:10-13  Ps 65:(-8), 9-13 

Rom 8:1-11 
Matt 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 20 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Gen 28:10-19a  Ps 139:1-12, 23-24 OR 
Wisd of Sol 12:13, 16-19 
or Isa 44:6-8 Ps 86:11-17 

Rom 8:12-25 
Matt 13:24-30; 36-43 

July 27 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Gen 29:15-28  Ps 105:1-11, 45b or Ps 128 OR 
1 Kings 3:5-12  Ps 119:129-136 

Rom 8:26-39 
Matt 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

 

 

 

August 3 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Gen 32:22-31  Ps 17:1-7, 15 OR 
Isa 55:1-5  Ps 145:8-9, 14-21 

Rom 9:1-5 
Matt 14:13-21 

August 10 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Gen 37:1-4, 12-28  Ps 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b OR 
1 Kings 19:9-18  Ps 85:8-13 

Rom 10:5-15 
Matt 14:22-33 



August 17 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Gen 45:1-15  Ps 133 OR 
Isa 56:1, 6-8  Ps 67 
Rom 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Matt 15:(10-20), 21-28 

August 24 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Ex 1:8-2:10  Ps 124 OR  
Isa 51:1-6  Ps 138 

Rom 12:1-8 
Matt 16:13-20 

August 31 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ex 3:1-15  Ps 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c OR  
Jer 15:15-21  Ps 26:1-8 

Rom 12:9-21 
Matt 16:21-28 

 

 
 

August 8 and 9 

Chairperson: Les Browne 

  
 

Pre-fair help is always welcome in Books, Records & Children’s Toys 
(Colette Siegel and Cindy Paulson), the Rummage Room (Ida Pendleton), 
and Tag Sale Room (Ken and Linda Scarpo and Beth Nadeau) as well as 
during fair hours and for clean-up. 
 
If you are bringing donations, pre-sorting is a huge help – box or bag by 
tag sale, rummage, books and records, children’s toys, silent auction … and 
drop off in the designated area. Check with Jane-a-t-c for locations. 
 
Think Silent Auction!  

 Up in your attic somewhere might be a treasure for the silent auction. 
 Bidders love true treasures such as children's rockers, or stools, vintage dolls 
and toys, real sturdy baskets, let us find a new home for what might be 
collecting cob webs.   Contact Andrea Reu for pick up and storage to get it out 
of your way. 

 We know some of our members have secret talents … think outside the 
box of what you could donate at our silent auction … perhaps cooking lessons, 
or a session of teaching someone to paint...a day trip for fishing, or a golf 
lesson. 



 Men enjoy the “bidding wars” as much as the women do … and we 
need items for them to bid on. 

 Do you have a relatively new coffee maker or espresso machine you 
never use, pasta maker, bread maker, blender, toaster, mixer or other kitchen 
item still in a box waiting for someday? These are welcome donations for our 
Silent Auction. 

 We know some of our members must have connections … we need 
tickets for bid at this summers Silent Auction.  Tickets to sporting events, 
cultural events, concerts, theatre... 
 
Don’t forget to bake and make for the Bake Booth! 
 
Do you have picnic tables, chairs/ benches and umbrellas we can 
borrow? Fair goers are very happy to have a place to stop to eat, chat, or just 
sit down for a moment. A sign-up is posted in fellowship hall or let Dave 
Rainey know. Pick-up and delivery service available if needed. 
 
SAVE THE DATE! Picnic under the tent on the parsonage front lawn: 
Wednesday, August 6 at 6:00 p.m., hosted by Pastor Chris and Carol. Please 
bring a casserole, side dish, salad, or dessert to share. 

 

Saturday night LOBSTER DINNER with corn on the cob, 
red potatoes (all prepared by Lenny & Joe’s of Madison) and cole 
slaw, watermelon, and iced tea. Tickets are $20, limited in number, 
and available from the church office, or after worship on Sundays. 
Don’t miss out! 

 
Pick up a book of Raffle tickets – or two or three – or 
buy a ticket following the worship services this summer. 
See Sarah Marcinek or Jack Walker – they will 
deliver if needed. Tickets are $10 each; $100 for a 

book of ten. Prizes are: (1) Weber Grill; (2) Kayak/Paddle; (3) $250 Clinton 
Crossing Premium Outlets Gift Card.  

 

***********************************************************

 Recognizing all those 

celebrating a special day during the months 

of July and August! 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=Birthdays%20&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc,mv,wt,nt,pt,ft&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=2#no#no
http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=Birthdays%20&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc,mv,wt,nt,pt,ft&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=2#no#no


                                  

2014                                                                              2014 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

JUNE 29 

  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 

 

JUNE 30 

 
 
7:30 Al-Anon 

1 
PASTOR CHRIS 
SABBATICAL 
He will be away 
ALL OF JULY 

 
 
 

2 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 
5:30 Soup 
Kitchen at 
UMC 
 

3 

 

 

4 

 

CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

10:00 Al-Anon 

5 
JANE-A-T-C OFF 

 

CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 

6  
  HOLY COMMUNION 

  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship  
 
 

7 Booth 
Chairs:  
Supply list due 

6:00 Summer 
Fair Set-up 

7:30 Al-Anon 

 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 
6:00 Summer 
Fair Set-up 

10 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

 

12 
 
 
 
 

 

13   

  8:00 MBS 
  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 
 

14 

6:00 Summer 
Fair Set-up  

7:00 Al-Anon 
District [FH] 
 
7:30 Al-Anon 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

 
6:00 Summer 
Fair Set-up 

17  
 
 

18 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

19 
 

 
 
YOUTH  
MISSION  

Trip  

20    

  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Summer Fair 

Nn-4 Church 
Picnic at 
Town Beach 

TRIP 

21 
 
6:00 Summer 
Fair Set-up 

 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

23 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 
6:00 Summer 
Fair Set-up 

 

 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

25 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

26 
 
JANE-A-T-C OFF 

 
 
 
 

 

 

27    

  8:00 MBS 
  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 
 

28 

6:00 Summer 
Fair Set-up 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 

29 
 
 

30   

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

6:00 Summer 
Fair Set-up 

31 
 

AUGUST 1 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

AUGUST 2 

 

AUGUST 3   

HOLY COMMUNION  
  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Nominating 

 

AUGUST 4 

6:00 Summer 
Fair Set-up 

7:30 Al-Anon 

AUGUST 5 
 

 

 

AUGUST 6 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 
6:00 Fair 
Volunteers 
BBQ Picnic 
 

AUGUST 7 
 
 

AUGUST 8 

10:00 Al-Anon 

11-9 SUMMER 
FAIR 

 

AUGUST 9 

 

9-7 SUMMER 
FAIR 

 



                                  

2014                                                                              2014 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

JULY 27    
PASTOR CHRIS  

  8:00 MBS 
  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 

JULY 28 
SABBATICAL 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 

JULY 29 
 
 

JULY 30   
 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

 

JULY 31 
 
 

1 

 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

2 
 

3   

HOLY COMMUNION  

  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Nominating 

 

4 

 

6:00 
Summer Fair 
Set-up 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 

5 

 

 

 

6 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 
6:00 Fair 
Volunteers 
BBQ Picnic 
 

7 
 
 

8 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 [Chapel] 

11-9 
SUMMER 
FAIR 

 5:00 Dip 
Supper 

9 

 7:30 Breakfast 

9-7 SUMMER 
FAIR 

 9-1 Touch-a-
Truck 

 11-1 Nature 
Center 

 1-3 Jugglers 

 3:15 Kids Pie 
Eating Contest 

 5:00 Lobster 
Dinner 

10 

  8:00 MBS   
  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 

11 

7:30 Al-Anon 

12 

 

13 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

5:30 Soup 
Kitchen at 
UMC 

14 
 
 

15 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

16 
 

17  

  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship  

18 

7:30 Al-Anon 

19 

 

20 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 

21 

Nn Sept KIT 
Deadline 

Nn-8:30 FH/ 
Kitchen in 
use/CYFSB 

22 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 

23 
 

24 

  8:00 MBS  
  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 

25 

7:00 Al-Anon 
District [FH] 
 

7:30 Al-Anon 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
5:30 
Wedding 
 
 

30 
 

 

31 
HOLY COMMUNION  

  8:00 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Fellowship 
12:35 Rock Cats 
Game 

SEPT 1 

LABOR 
DAY 

7:30 Al-Anon 

SEPT 2 

 
 

SEPT 3 

 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 

SEPT 4 
 
7:00 Sr 
Choir 

SEPT 5 

 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 

SEPT 6 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Christopher C. Horvath, Pastor 

Joyce Baxter, Director of Music 

Jane (Jane-a-t-c) Woodmansee, Church Secretary 

Norbu Wangdu, Sexton 

 
WORSHIP AT FIRST CHURCH 

8:00 a.m. Worship resumes June 15 – August 31, 2014  

10:00 a.m. Worship Service every Sunday 
childcare available during 10:00 worship 

 for infant to age two during Church School year 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Celebrated the first Sunday of each month 

 
10:00 a.m. Church School 

September 14, 2014 – June 13, 2015  
3-year-olds through Grade 9 

 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship and Refreshment Hour 

 

The church and fellowship hall are handicapped accessible. 

 

 

Church Office: 

Phone: (860) 669-5735 

Fax: (860) 669-9602 

Office Hours: 

Monday–Friday: 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Saturday:  9 a.m.–12:00 noon 

For security reasons, the parish 
house is locked during lunch hour – 
usually 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Office 
errands are usually done before or 
after lunchtime. If you need access 
to the building or Jane-a-t-c at mid-
day, please call ahead.  

www.firstchurchclinton.org 

pastorchris@firstchurchclinton.org 

     janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org  

Newsletter: 

janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org 

 

We are 

 

 

 

Accessible 

 

 

 

 

The First Church of Christ 

Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

55 Church Road 

Clinton, Connecticut 06413-2050 

 

 
 

JULY 
2014 

AUGUST 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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