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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Our Church’s ministries and programs have certainly enjoyed a 
wonderful new beginning for the autumn season!  Our Sunday 
worship service attendance has increased markedly from the 
summer months, and members and friends who have been 
away on vacation and on hiatus have returned.  More visitors 

are attending worship and checking us out, and please be sure to greet people 
who are new in our midst.  The Rev. Barb Frey, our Minister of Faith Formation, 
has been working hard with Kris Muratori, our Church School Superintendent, 
and our Christian Education Committee to enlist and train teachers and 
volunteers, to meet and speak with parents, and to welcome children into our 
wonderful Church School program.  And Joyce Baxter, our Minster of Music, has 
gathered together both our Senior and Junior Choirs with new members in each, 
and it is great to have them back to inspire and lead us with songs of praise.  
Our Church is in a good place with a very promising future! 

This is a good time as well for all members to rededicate 
themselves to the life and purpose of our Church.  All members, 

as stated in our Constitution and By-Laws, “are 
expected to be faithful to all duties essential to the 
Christian life, to attend regularly the services of the 
Church, to contribute systematically to its support, to share in its 
organized work, and to seek diligently the spiritual welfare of the 
Church.” (III Membership, Paragraph B, p. 2) 

 

These expectations are pretty clear.  We look for ways to build unity within our 
Church, to strengthen our ministries and mission, and to work for the good of all.  
We let go of personal agendas and do our best to understand what God’s will is 
for us.  We are not interested in building our own personal power centers but in 
allowing the power of the risen Christ to live in the center of our lives.  All this 
helps to make and nurture a healthy and safe and vibrant Church. 

         October 2014    
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Please read the articles in this issue of the KIT, and take particular note of all 
the dates for our Church’s activities and services.  Be sure to join us, to allow 
our faith to grow, to enjoy our fellowship together, and through our efforts to 
realize the hope that God’s signs of justice and peace will gain a firmer place in 
our world. 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Chris 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

October Food Bank Items 

Hearty Soup  Canned Meats 

Light Bulbs  Large Trash/Leaf Bags 

 

 

 

 

Our Joys and Concerns 

We offer our love and prayers to Tom Jordan and his family at  the death of  his 
wife Fran on September 29. Fran was a gracious, gentle, loving woman. All of 
us are diminished by her loss. Our love and prayers also go out to Janis and 
Larry Malone and family at the death of Janis’ brother, Stanley Whitten, on 

September 17. 

Continued prayers for Members and friends at home or 
in health care facilities …  all who have no one to pray 
for them ……. the hungry and homeless …..  

all peacekeepers and peace makers 
all serving in the military … especially Ross Fletcher, Eric 
Gibbs, Kevin Gortych, Josh Hurlburt, Jeremy McCarthy, Paul 

Melanson, Kyle Peatfield, and Brian Siegel and their families  

all who grieve the servicemen and women who have given their lives in 
service to our country 

all victims of war … violence … oppression … disaster 

all who speak for freedom and justice 

all in the criminal justice system … who work, who are incarcerated, who 
minister 

 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=382
http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=382


 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
Saturday, October 4 

10:00 a.m. 
Front Lawn of the Church 

 
For a peaceable kingdom 

all pets must be leashed or otherwise appropriately 
contained or restrained. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

November “KIT” Deadline:  
Tuesday, October 21 – Noon 

janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org 
 

 
 

    
www.firstchurchclinton.org 

 
 
 

 

 

Church Informational Meeting 

Sunday - October 26  

Following Worship 
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Come one, come all to the October 19 gathering of the First 
Church Sunday Women. We are going to discuss "Growing 

Pains,” the second session in our Family Relationships 
Course 

 
As always, we will use the Serendipity Bible (available to borrow) as our study 

guide. The readings this month are Luke 2:41-52 and  Ephesians 6:1-4 
 

The morning begins with a light breakfast at 8:15 in the East Kitchen, followed 
by lively discussion as we explore our faith and share our experiences.  

 
Bring yourself. Bring a friend. The welcome mat is out. Questions?  

Contact Susan Lighty. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 

 
 

 
ON DUTY … for October  
 
Lectors 
 October 5  Pastor Chris 
 October 12  Adams 
 October 19 Fanning 
 October 26 Parise 

Fellowship Hour Hosts 
 October 5  Rainey 
 October 12  Rankin 
 October 19  Paulson 
 October 26 Paradis  

Flowers 
 October 5  Paulson 
 October 12 Walsh 
 October 19  Walsh 
 October 26 Peatfield 

Soup Kitchen 
 October 15 Team Leader Needed 

Greeting Cards 
 October Parker 

Communion Bread 
     October 5            Olsen 
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Church School Chat 

 
Barb Frey, Minister of Faith Formation 
What I’m Thinking …  

 
Church school has begun with much energy and 
enthusiasm. Thank you to the C.E. Committee for a 
delicious “Breakfast for the Bunch” to welcome back 
the children and teachers. When you see the Church 
School teachers and Kris Muratori, our Church School 
Superintendent, please thank them for making our Christian 
Education programs such a source of satisfaction and pride. After all, each one 
of us has children in the Church School. They are the children of the Church, 
whom we make a covenant with at baptism, and thus the children of the church 
are, in a real way, our children. 

If you are a parent I would ask something more of you. Please do everything 
you can to maximize the participation of your child in Church School. I ask 
this not out of concern for our Church School program, but out of concern 
for your child. Consistent attendance makes all the difference! Irregular 
attendance can make a child feel like a perpetual visitor in his or her own 
Church School class. Our children deserve an environment for learning that 
makes them feel comfortable, something that is achieved through consistent 
involvement. Further, a child needs to know not only what is taught in Church 
School, but also how important it is, and that is only communicated by a family 
making a strong commitment to regular participation. 

I am prompted to make this request of you because of a poster I once shared 
with my son Ed who is now a father himself. It had a picture of a parent teaching 
a child to ride a bicycle with a caption, “You haven’t given them everything 
until you’ve given them something to believe in.” Exactly! And we can help 
through our Church School and soon-to-come youth programs.  

Think back for a moment. What faces do you remember? What experiences and 
faith did you receive to bring you to this point in your life? Who gave you 
something to believe in? This is what Church School and youth groups are still 
about today! We look forward to greeting you on each Sunday morning. 

~Blessings and Peace,  
Barb Frey   

ministeroffaithformation@gmail.com  
 
 

Your Church School Teachers 2014-2015 

Nursery: Two volunteers from the church family each week 

Pre-K and K: Brenda Iaquessa, Sara Johnson, Katie McCollom, Sarah 
Wininger 

Grades 1-2: Laura Brown, Celeste Sisk, Kristen Snow, Kim Wayne 

Grades 3-5: Nancy Darr, Beth King, Andrea Reu,  

Grades: 6-9: David Rainey, Victor Darr 
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C.E. News 
 
Christian Education has planned some fun family activities for 
this year. Please mark the dates on your calendar and be sure to 
attend for some great fun and fellowship!  

 October 26: A fun fall activity – stay tuned for details!   

 November 30: Family Advent Activity & Pizza Night 

 February 17: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Night 

 April 26: Trip to Heifer International Farm 

 May 10: Mother’s Day Breakfast 

 June 14: Children’s Sunday/Church Picnic 

We are also encouraging you to invite a friend/family to church on October 26. 
We will have a fun fall activity following the church service as well.  Please think 
of someone who might be looking for a church family and invite them to the 
services on this day! 

We are looking for another member to join our C.E. Committee. Please contact 
Kristen Snow or anyone on the Nominating Committee if you are interested! The 
next C.E. meeting is October 19 at 11:30 in the Library. ~Kristen Snow 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
College Students! 
Where Are You? 
 
Hope your year has gotten off to a great start!  
 

Please send addresses/emails of college students to church secretary, Jane 
Woodmansee, First Church of Christ, 55 Church Road, Clinton, CT 06413 or 
janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org.  

During the year we would like to send the newsletters, notices of special events 
at holiday and break times, and notes from the church school and youth to our 
student members at college. ~Barb Frey 
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LECTIONARY READINGS 
from the United Church of Christ Calendar 

 
October 5 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ex 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20  Ps 19 OR 

Isa5:1-7  Ps 80:7-15 
Phil 3:4b-14 

Matt 21:33-46 

Wisdom for the Way 

World Communion Sunday 

 
October 12 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ex 32:1-14  Ps 106:1-6 OR 

Isa 25:1-9  Ps 23 
Phil 4:1-9 

Matt 22:1-14 

Praiseworthy Living 

Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering 
Access Sunday and Disabilities Awareness Week 

 

 

October 19 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ex 33:12-23  Ps 99 OR 
Isa 45:1-7  Ps 96:1-9 (10-13) 

1 Thess 1:1-10 
Matt 22:15-22 

Living Messages 

Laity Sunday and Children’s Sabbath 
 

 

October 26 
 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Reformation Sunday 
Deut 34:1-12  Ps 90:1-6, 13-17 OR 

Lev 19:1-2, 15-18  Ps 1 
1 Thess 2:1-8 
Matt 22:34-46 

The Compassionate Life 

UCC Higher Education Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

“I HAVE A DREAM…” 
 

YOUTH GROUPS for 
 Middle School (grades 6-8) 

and High School (grades 9-12) 
 
 

       DO YOU – Adults and Youth – HAVE THIS DREAM TOO? 

LET ME KNOW!  

THIS IS A TOGETHER DREAM! 

Email me:  ministeroffaithformation@gmail.com 

talk to me and/or use the table sign-up in church during Sunday fellowship hour 

 
 
 
2014 Neighbors in Need: October 12 
Another World Possible 
 
The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on October 12, supports 
the United Church of Christ’s (UCC) ministries of justice and compassion 

throughout the United States.  Two-thirds of 
the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and 
Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of 
local and national justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects.  Though 

UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice and Witness Ministries office offers 
resources, news updates, and action alerts on a broad spectrum of justice 
issues.  Working with members of the UCC Justice and Peace Action Network 
(a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and 
Witness continues its strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal 
budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and 
environmental justice.  Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian 
neighbors in the UCC.  One-third of the offerings supports the UCC’s Council for 
American Indian Ministries (CAIM).  Historically, forebears of the UCC 
established churches and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, 
Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North and South Datoka, Wisconsin, and 
northern Nebraska.  Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations 
and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  These 
churches and their pastors are supported by CAIM.  CAIM is 
also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from 
dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of other 
UCC congregations in the U. S.  

Neighbors in Need helps make another world possible.  It 
needs your support.  Please give generously.  ~ Mission Committee 
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TOGETHER, WE CAN… 
CREATE A MEANINGFUL CHRISTMAS TRADITION: 

CHRISMONS 
 

BIBLE STUDY … FELLOWSHIP 
11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tuesdays 

or Noon-1:30 Sundays 
LEADER: BARB FREY 

 
Chrismons or Christian mono-grams have been used 
through the ages as signs of the Christian faith. Each week 
different Chrismons and their meanings will be discussed. A 
Christmas ornament can be made too – a picture to fabric 
paint, a pattern to cross stitch or embroider, or a quilt 
appliqué design will be provided to actually complete an 
ornament. Using Christian symbols to decorate a Christmas 
tree is a way of showing the deep, spiritual message of 

Christmas. 
 
If the crafts do not appeal to you, come and enjoy the Bible study and 
fellowship. Come to as many sessions as you can. Each session is complete in 
itself, so you can join for one or more sessions. You are welcome to bring lunch 
or a snack.  
 
Sign-ups are requested so that supplies can be ready for all who wish to 
participate. Sign up by ‘phone, email, or table sign-up in church during Sunday 
fellowship hour.  
 

FIRST SESSION 
Sunday, October 19 or Tuesday, October 21 

Survival Strategies for the Early Church 
Chrismons: fish, anchor cross, ship 

 
SECOND SESSION 

Tuesday, October 28 or Sunday, November 9 
Our Old Testament Roots 

Chrismons: scroll, lyre, Creator’s star, Noah’s ark 
 

November-December sessions TBA 
 

For more info and/or to sign up, see Barb Frey 
ministeroffaithformation@gmail.com 
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…if one member is honored, all the members share its joy. 
You, then, are the body of Christ. Every one of you is a 
member of it. 

 1 Corinthians 12:26b-27  
 
Like so many members of our congregation, this month’s honoree goes about 
being an active contributor to the life of our congregation while keeping a low 
profile.  She joined the church 27 years ago with her husband and young family.  
Shora Rainey is an excellent example of the generosity of spirit that we can all 
aspire to…... 

 
You are representative of all the members of our congregation who are the 
backbone of our church community. Your full lives have benefited many. 

 ~ Betty Walker for the Nominating Committee 

 

The Nominating Committee appreciates input from the congregation. If you have 
someone in mind for the spotlight, just put a note in the Nominating Committee 
mailbox with the person's name and the reasons for your choice. PLEASE 
INCLUDE YOUR NAME as well. 
 
 

 
 

 

Nominating Fair 
 

S_nday -  October 19 
 

d_ring  Fellowship Ho_r 
 

How can yo_  be involved? 
 

Come check o_t  the opport_nities! 
 

Step  _p! 
 

Yo_r   Ch_ch  needs  YO_! 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
October 19 
Nominating Committee Fair 
 

The Nominating Committee will host a Nominating Fair 
following worship on Sunday, October 19, when we can 
answer questions you might have about service on any of our 
church boards and committees listed below. Please give some 
thought about how your talents and interests can be used for 
the good of our church.  We look forward to talking with you.  

 The Diaconate Board is charged with spiritual 
administration. The board’s duties include serving Holy 
Communion, assisting the pastor in promoting the 
spiritual interests of the church, outreach to church 

members and friends and the community, welcoming new members, and 
providing greeters and ushers for all worship services.  

 The Mission Committee seeks to identify and inform the church of the 
needs of people locally, nationally and globally, and to determine ways 
the church can effectively respond to those needs. 

 The Christian Education Committee is responsible for developing and 
implementing all Christian education programs. The committee has 
charge of the supervision and direction of the church school and 
recommends the appointment annually of a church school 
superintendent. The committee oversees the church library and provides 
for infant care during the worship services. 

 The Finance Committee oversees the financial operation of the church 
and prepares the annual budget. 

 The Endowment Committee invests and manages the church’s assets 
that are designated as the Endowment Fund. 

 The Music Committee assists with the selection of the church’s director 
of music and, with the director, oversees the music program, recruiting 
choir members and directing maintenance of the church’s musical 
instruments, equipment and music library. 

 The Building and Grounds Committee is responsible for managing the 
care of grounds and facilities, for identifying and addressing maintenance 
needs, and recommending sexton(s) for consideration of the Personnel 
Committee. 

 The Stewardship Committee plans the fall stewardship campaign and 
seeks throughout the year to foster stewardship on all levels: time, talent 
and treasure. 

 The Nominating Committee recommends church members to serve on 
the various church committees and may, as needed, assume 
responsibility for other membership-related projects, such as preparation 
of a church directory. 

 The Personnel Committee advises the Church Board on all matters 
concerning the minister(s) and all other paid staff. ~Nominating Committee 



               
 
 
 

 
 

2014 Summer Fair Wrap Up 
 

Presented to the congregation on 
Homecoming Sunday September 21 

 
Summer Fair 2014 has come and gone.  Again it was a very successful event 
for our church.  Not just financially, although we did net a profit of over $32K for 
the General Fund.  This is the type of event that each year brings the Clinton 
community together.  Many residents of Clinton look at our fair as theirs.  This is 
no more evident than looking around at how many people we had working at the 
fair that were not church members.   I know that each spring leading up to the 
fair we stress about the weather and number of workers we will have the day of 
the fair itself.  And yes I count myself as one of those who does stress out over 
this.  But this year we could not have asked for better weather we did not need 
either rain coats or sweatshirts and as usual we had plenty of help both days. 

Originally, I had wanted to take a moment to individually thank each person who 
supported and worked at the fair and then realized that my thank-you would be 
longer than Pastor Chris’s sermon this morning.   

But there a couple of individuals that I need to single out and thank them; 

 Paul McKeon, Richard Boardman and Bill Huggins our electrical team 
that stringing miles of wire, hanging hundreds of lights installs power in 
each of our booths and takes them down as soon as the fair is over.  And 
who are also available for any other setup questions that may come up.  

 Dave Higgins, Jim Davidson and our setup crew extraordinaire.  Without 
these gentlemen we could not have a fair at all.  – a personal note about 
this team.  This is a loosely knit team of workers who come together 
when things need to get done.  They spend the month leading up to the 
fair setting up and they begin 2 days after the fair is over taking 
everything down again.  But they have a common thread; for the most 
part they all have gray hair or no hair.  Next year we really need some of 
the younger members, with or without hair to come and help with this 
effort. 

 And our lady ‘in-the-office’ Jane who is always available to help out as 
needed.  Whether it is completing and filing permit applications, printing 
checks, or giving instructions to the various vendors who show up at her 
door.  I can only imagine the mess that I would be in without her.  

So on-mass I want to thank each member who: 

 worked in one of the booths 

 served food in Fellowship hall 

 carried supplies 

 picked up trash 

 cleaned tables 

 sold a raffle ticket 

 made an article for Fancy Works  

 baked for the Baked Goods booth 



 relieved someone in a booth who needed a break 

Thank-you to Carol Horvath for trying something new, she introduced salads as 
an alternative to our fried food menu.  Although we have been doing this for 61 
years now, we are always looking for new ideas.  So if you have one, bring it to 
a fair meeting and let’s talk about it.  

As there are in many organizations there are several people who are there year 
in and year out, many of whom are not seen, such as: 

 Billie ‘in-the-back-room’ counting money 

 Ida, Beth, Colette, Ken and Linda, Phil and Linda sorting and arranging 
‘stuff’ 

 Larry Malone picking up items for the auction all over town 

 Sarah and Carol our in-house Purchasing agent – who always finds a 
deal for what we need. 

 And a personal favorite of mine – the booth chair people.  These folks, 
besides working the fair, take on the added responsibility of insuring that 
booths are: 

o set up correctly 
o stocked with the supplies and equipment that they will need 
o the booth properly ‘manned’ for the entire fair. 

 Nancy and Beth who organized and made happy 70 Vendors all of whom 
wanted the best spot for their booth. 

 Jim and Dave running all of town picking up tables and chairs and then 
bring them back from whence they came. 

 Also a special thanks to Norbu.  I know that he is an employee of the 
church but moving tables and chairs and helping to setup booths I am 
going to guess is outside of his job write-up.  But any time I needed help 
he was willing with a smile on his face to help. 

 And of course Pastor Chris, whose patience and understanding generally 
guides us when some of us may get off-track. 

 And to the Snow family, who again the year hosted a fabulous Lobster 
Dinner for Saturday evening.  I know that there was some stress leading 
up to the Fair: 
o How many tickets will they sell? 
o How should the tickets be priced? 
o Will we make any money? 

But in the end we enjoyed a wonderful lobster dinner for a bargain price and 
made a profit.  So to the Snow family I say thank you and I am speaking for the 
entire congregation. 

And I would be remiss if I did not thank Laura Brown and her team.  We had the 
best Children’s area that I have ever seen at a fair comparable to ours: 

Friday night: 

 the Rock Cat’s mascot posing for pictures and signing autographs 

Saturday: 

 face painting and glitter tattoo booth 

 Bounce House 

 Meigs Point Nature Center mobile display. 

 Touch-a-Truck with a variety of vehicles 

 Jugglers and Balloon art demonstration and workshop 

Laura thank you for pulling this all together.  



I would be neglectful if I did not add a special thanks to Art Siegel.  As 
Moderator we all know how much Art cares about this church and how hard he 
works to keep it running.  But before, during and after the fair no one works 
harder or does more than Art.  Beginning with setup he is here every day 
looking after details that many of us have overlooked.  During the fair he is 
continuously on the move. A great example was after the auction was done.  It 
seemed as if the entire auction team had scattered or gone on break, I looked 
over and saw Art with a couple of others sorting and moving all of the leftover 
items determining what we wanted to keep and what would be left for the 
pickers.  Art, as the chairperson, I say thank you, I know that I can always count 
on you to help as you are needed.  

Earlier I mentioned that our fair brings out the entire community.  On Friday 
afternoon I was eating lunch with one of our guests.  She looked up from her 
lunch and asked if I was a member of the church and I said yes.  She then 
asked if I worked on the fair and again I said yes.  She then told me to tell who 
ever was in charge that we put on the best fairs she has ever been to.  Although 
she does not live in Clinton any longer she returns twice a year to attend both 
our Summer and Christmas fairs.  I thanked her and told her that I would pass 
along her comments.   

As we prepare for the 2015 fair, and yes that preparation has already begun, we 
will be looking for more participation from the members of this congregation to 
assume leadership roles.  I have been involved with this fair since the late 
1970’s.  

Back then after we calculated our net revenue then we would talk about how to 
spend the money.  Now, this event is a line item in our church’s budget and our 
financial success for the year relies on it.  So I again ask that each of you as a 
member of this congregation make every effort to help. I would ask that if you 
are approached and asked to take a leadership role that you give that request 
some time and thought.  We all understand that it is a commitment, but the 
success of the fair is the responsibility of all of us. 

As I said earlier there are too many to mention by name this morning, but 
without everyone’s involvement this fair would never happen each year. 
So I say to everyone who participated; thank-you and we will do it again next 
year. ~Les Browne  

 
 

*********************  ********************* 
 

 
 

Please join us for a  

Shareholders Dinner 
in Fellowship Hall 

 
Sunday   November 2    4:30 p.m.  



 

 
 
If the Summer Fair is over, can the Christmas Fair be far behind? 

 
Now is the time to be working on your handmade crafts for the 
Christmas Fair Consignment Booth. Knitted items such as 
mittens, hats, scarves, fingerless gloves… bird houses and 
other wood working pieces…soaps….Christmas tree 
ornaments…aprons…handbags… jewelry…plastic 
canvas…needlepoint…crossstitch…garlands…ceramics…ANY 

CRAFT THAT IS YOUR SPECIALTY! 

First Church will receive 10% of your sales. Just make a list of your items, how 
many, and the cost for each. Tags and labels are available if you need them. All 
items must be at the church by Wednesday, December 3. Items received 
after this date will be put out as space permits. See Laurel Iaccarino for 
more information.  

 

 

      Sixty Shades 

Double-Queen Quilt Raffle 
 

Beginning October 6th, Raffle tickets for the Sixty Shades double-queen quilt, 

will be available until the December 6th drawing at our Christmas fair. Please 
purchase your own and take book(s) to sell - $2.00 per ticket/$20 per book.  
Call the church office – 860 669-5735. 
 
The quilt was created through the efforts of Ann Adams, Beth Beals-Short, 
Wendy Clason, Holly Hoyt, Laurel Iaccarino, Cindy Paulson, Betty Rice, Linda 
Sengle, Judy Shea, Betty Siegel, Colette Siegel, Donna Snow, Esma 
Stefanovics, Patty Walton, and Billie Watrous.  (Thanks, Ladies!) 

 
 

 



 
 

The Stewardship Committee cordially invites you to join them 

each Sunday morning for … 
 

Stewardship Month 
A Liturgical Season of Generosity 
October 12 through November 9  

 
Each week we will feature a different theme describing stewardship and 
generosity 
 

 October 12: Blessings and Generosity: 1664 – Nathan Parmelee 
 October 19: Letters from Home: Civil War Era   
 October 26: Faith in Troubling Times: Depression Era 
 November 2: Gifts from My Church Family: Present Day 
 November 9: The Gathering 
 
 

Blessings and Generosity: 1664 – Nathan Parmelee 
 

Hebrews 10:24.  Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds. 

Good Morning, my name is Mr. Nathan Parmelee and I am one of the originating 
members of this Congregational Church in Kenelmeworth or Clinton, 
Connecticut.  I am blessed to strike the Sunday drum calling this small 
community to worship God.  I shall pass this task on to my son Wolcott and he 
will ring the church bell for the next generation. With Faith and perseverance a 
bell shall toll here for three times 300 years bringing people to their God 

My family and fellow members are blessed to live in this new world. It has not 
been without risk or peril. The task of attaining a church proper has been trying 
and at end will take 30 years. We, however, are determined.  We are a 
community of believers whose ambition it is to plant and grow and cultivate the 
land and its people despite what others might call illogical or uncertain. We will 
establish this church as a gathering place, a place that deepens faith in our 
Lord, a place that guides our children with passionate teachers and ministers, a 
place that nurtures a culture of generosity for generations to come.  We are 
driven by Faith and a strong believe in the future of this church.  Our bounty is 
full of blessings; our cornucopia is laden with God’s grace. 

 Good Morning! It is now 2014 and I am a member and friend in this 347 year 
old Congregational church.  We are blessed to be here.  The cornucopia of life 
is older than 1664 or BC 64.  It is ancient.  It is the story of abundance and 
harvest, of recognizing the gifts and opportunities life and our God gives each of 
us. It is also the story of intentionally looking forward and acting on a future.  

Much as Nathan Parmelee recognized his blessings and determined on a future 
so must we. Like him we need to bridge our blessings into how we can keep 
what is important and also build on it too. This active planning for the future is 
achieved by generosity.  The combination of your blessings and your giving is 
the recipe that secures the future of your family, our church or whatever it is 
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you’re passionate about in your one life. This season is the story of harvest and 
planning, it is our story of blessings and generosity. 

Blessings and generosity, they go hand in hand, they bridge each other, and 
they nourish each other. We speak often of our blessings.  Counting them is 
easy. We teach our children to count theirs in bedtime prayers. We all reach for 
our blessings when life is turbulent, as they help us through. What a gift it is to 
name your blessings. 

It’s harder to start a conversation on generosity.  However, there is NO WAY 
you can be a part of this church and not get generosity.  We are a very 
generous congregation in what we do for the community, what we give to this 
church’s purpose like Barbara Frey the new Minister of Faith Formation, and we 
are especially generous in how we treat each other. We know the only way to be 
generous is to ACT generously. The culture of being intentionally generous is 
already here.  

Last week we told you we were going to ask you to participate, we want you to 
share on your piece of paper what you do or how you act generously. If you’re 
having a hard time, start with your blessings, they will lead you to your actions.  
My act of generosity could be Mission Trips, helping those less fortunate and 
maybe teaching our youth a life skill in volunteerism. Yours may be taking care 
of a parent, or participation in music or sharing your talents or giving of your 
time.  What is it you do that is generous? Our children are going to be asked to 
participate too, they often remind us what is simple but vitally important.  I’m 
asking you to write it down and place it in the cornucopia today.  In writing it 
down and sharing it you will accomplish three things;  

* First, you’ll be reminded of just what it feels like to be generous, there is 
a kind of happiness that comes over you. 

* Secondly, there is a good chance you will inspire someone else to go 
the same. Generosity is contagious.  An example may be that you’re a happy 
home gardener but you didn’t know you could go help in the Soup Kitchens 
summer garden.  In sharing your act you will inspire others. 

* Thirdly, by placing them all together we are going to demonstrate the 
impact this church has on each other and its far reaching ministries.  By reading 
others acts we hope to start the conversation.  It becomes compelling evidence 
that God is at work in you and also in this church.  After all, generosity is 
something God wants for you, not from you.  

Conceivably one of Master Parmelee’s visions would have been for this church 
to be as it is today.   This church is ‘a gathering place’, a place that deepens our 
Faith, a place that guides our children with passionate teachers and ministers, a 
place that nurtures a culture of generosity for generations to come.  Collectively, 
through generosity we will be able to look forward to another 350 years 
Please join me … and thank you. Our intent is to facilitate a broad conversation 
about generosity. ~Beth Beals Short 

 
  
 

 



 
 

Saturday, October 25 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Making Sleeping Bags for the Homeless  

Sewing skills not required! 

Soup, Sandwich, Dessert & Beverage provided 
 

Requested donations: 
Sign-ups are posted in Fellowship Hall 

Sweatshirts/Flannel Shirts (X, XL) 
Light Weight Jackets (X, XL) 

Winter Hats  Gloves  Scarves 

Shower Curtains  Blankets Used (good condition) or New 
Adult Sleeping Bags 

Combs  Toothbrushes  Toothpaste 

“The and” “for Coffee and” for Workers 
 

  
 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday! 

to all those celebrating a 

special day during the 

month of October! 

Happy Anniversary! 
 
 

 
 

 



 

from the choir loft... 
 

Recently I was reminded of a beautiful hymn, I 
Would Be True, No. 472 in our hymnal. The fol-
owing text from the New Century Hymnal gives the 
background story of its origin. 

Howard Arnold Walter (1883)-1918) sent this poem in a letter to his mother 
while he was teaching English at Waseda University in Tokyo, Japan in 1906. 
She submitted it to Harper’s Magazine, which published it the following year. 
Walter titled his original poem, My Creed. 

Howard Walter was born in New Britain, CT, on August 19, 1883. A 
Congregational minister, he served in Hartford before volunteering with the 
YMCA for work in India and Ceylon. Walter took a position at a college in Lahore 
even though he knew he had a heart condition. He died suddenly in 1918.  

Joseph Yates Peek (1943-1911) became acquainted with Howard Walter one 
summer while the young minister was substituting at Peek’s church in Brooklyn, 
NY. Although Peek was not a trained musician, he felt that Walter’s poem would 
be an inspiring hymn and composed this melody, now known as PEEK. An 
organist harmonized it from Peek’s whistled version. 

Joseph Peek, born in Schenectady, NY, on February 27, 1843, was a florist for 
over 20 years. He left his work to become a lay preacher in the Methodist-
Episcopal Church. Peek’s dream of being ordained was realized only two 
months before his death on March 17, 1911, in Brooklyn.  

 

 
I would be true, for there are those who trust me; 
I would be pure, for there are those who care; 
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer; 
I would be brave, for there is much to dare. 
I would be friend of all – the foe, the friendless; 
I would be giving, and forget the gift; 
I would be humble, for I know my weakness; 
I would look up, and laugh, and love, and live. 

~Joyce Baxter 
 
 
 

 
Come to the Pumpkin Patch  

at the United Methodist Church 12 Commerce Street Sunday 
 Friday Noon – 7 p.m. & Saturday 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

through October 31 - or until the pumpkins are gone! 
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2014                                                                               2014 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

SEPT 28     
     

8:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Church Schl 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Jr Choir 

SEPT 30 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 

SEPT 30 

6:00 Pack 7  

1 

JATC off  
Office: 9 a.m-
Nn 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

9:30 Art 
Critique [Rm 8] 

7:00 Troop 7 
Cmte [Chapel] 

2 
 
6:45 Troop 7 
[FH] 

7:00 Senior 
Choir 
 

3 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

4 

10:00 
Blessing of 
the Animals 
[Front Lawn] 

 

5 
HOLY COMMUNION 
10:00 Worship 

10:00 Church Schl 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Jr Choir 

6 

7:30 Al-Anon 

7 

 
6:00 Pack 7 
[FH] 

8 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 
7:00 Pack 7 
Cmte [Library] 

9 
 
6:45 Troop 7 
[FH] 

7:00 Senior 
Choir 

10 

10:00 Al-Anon 

11 

8-1:00 Troop 
7 Tag Sale 
[Front Lawn] 

12 

8:00 Men’s Bible 
Study 
8:45 Mission 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Church Schl  
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 B&G/ 
Diaconate/Music  

13 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 
District [FH] 
 

7:30 Al-Anon 

14 

6:00 Pack 7 
Dens [DS] 

 

15 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

9:30 Art 
Critique [Rm 8] 

5:00 Soup 
Kitchen at 
UMC 

7:00 Church 
Board 

16 
 
6:45 Troop 7 
[FH] 

7:00 Senior 
Choir 
 
 

17 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 

18 

 
8-1:00  
Troop 7  
Tag Sale 
Raindate 
[Front Lawn] 

19 
8:15 Sunday Wmn 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Church Schl 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Jr Choir 
11:30 C.E. Cmte 
11:30 Nominating 
Fair 
12:30 Chrismons 

3-6:00 FH in use 

20 

 
7:00 
Endowment 
Cmte 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 

21 

11:00 
Chrismons 

Nn November 
KIT Deadline 

6:00 Pack 7 
Dens [FH] 

22 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 
 

 

23 
 
6:45 Troop 7 
[FH] 

7:00 Senior 
Choir 
 
 

24 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

25 
 
9-4   
Make-A- 
Difference 
Day [FH] 

26 

8:00 MBS 
10:00 Worship 
10:00 Church Schl 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30  Church 
Informational Mtg 
11:30 Jr Choir 

27 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 

28 

 
11:00 
Chrismons 
 
6:00 Pack 7  
[FH] 

29 
 
9:30 Morning 
Circle 

9:30 Art 
Critique [Rm 8] 

30 
 

 
6:45 Troop 7 
[FH] 

7:00 Senior 
Choir 

 

31 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
Sweater 
Mania Set-up 
[FH] 

NOV 1 
 
9-3:00 
Sweater 
Mania [FH] 

NOV 2 
HOLY COMMUNION 
10:00 Worship 

10:00 Church Schl 
11:15 Fellowship 
11:30 Jr Choir 
11:30 Nominating 
4:30 Mission Share- 

holders Dinner 

NOV 3 

 
7:30 Al-Anon 

NOV 4 

6:00 Pack 7 
[FH] 

NOV 5 

9:30 Morning 
Circle 

 

NOV 6 
 
6:45 Troop 7 
[FH] 

7:00 Senior 
Choir 
 

NOV 7 
 

10:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

NOV 8 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Church Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Christopher C. Horvath, Pastor 

The Rev. Barbara Frey, Minister of Faith Formation 

Joyce Baxter, Director of Music 

Jane (Jane-a-t-c) Woodmansee, Church Secretary 

Norbu Wangdu, Sexton 

 
WORSHIP AT FIRST CHURCH 

8:00 a.m. Worship June 15 – August 31, 2014  

10:00 a.m. Worship Service every Sunday 
childcare available during 10:00 worship for infants to age two 

 during Church School year 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Celebrated the first Sunday of each month 

 
10:00 a.m. Church School 

September 8, 2013 – June 8, 2013  
3-year-olds through Grade 9 

 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship and Refreshment Hour 

 

The church and fellowship hall are handicapped accessible. 

 

 

 

Church Office: 

Phone: (860) 669-5735 

Fax: (860) 669-9602 

Office Hours: 

Monday–Friday: 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Saturday:  9 a.m.–12:00 noon 

For security reasons, the parish house 
is locked during lunch hour – usually 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Office errands are 
usually done before or after lunchtime. 
If you need access to the building or 
Jane-a-t-c at mid-day, please call 
ahead.  

www.firstchurchclinton.org 

pastorchris@firstchurchclinton.org 

     janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org  

ministeroffaithformation@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter: 

janeatc@firstchurchclinton.org 

 
We are 

 

 
 
 

Accessible 

The First Church of Christ 

Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

55 Church Road 

Clinton, Connecticut 06413-2050 

 
 

 
2014 

OCTOBER 
 

 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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